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Ontario Government Prioritizes Firefighter Health & Safety 
Two new cancers added to presumptive legislation. 

The Ontario Professional Fire Fighters Associa�on, the representa�ve voice for 12,000 career firefighters in Ontario, 
commends the provincial government for recognizing the dangers with a career in firefigh�ng and amending the 
presump�ve legisla�on to include thyroid and pancrea�c cancers on the list of occupa�onal diseases.   

Cancer is the leading cause of death among firefighters and accounted for more than 74% of line-of-duty deaths in 
2022.  “Changes to the Workplace Safety and Insurance Act mean that firefighters and their families can focus on 
recovery rather than how they will make ends meet,” Gavin Jacklyn, Chair of the OPFFA’s Occupa�onal Disease 
Commitee said. 

In July 2022, the cancer agency of the World Health Organiza�on (IARC) classified cancer in firefighters as a Group 1 
occupa�onal hazard, the highest level of carcinogenic intake possible.  Firefighters are rou�nely exposed to burning 
chemicals and other toxins through the air and their skin, while working to protect the lives and property of 
Ontarians.   

In 2007, brain, bladder, kidney, urethra, oesophageal, and colorectal cancers, Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, leukemia, 
and heart injury within 24 hours a�er figh�ng a fire, were deemed occupa�onal diseases and added to the 
presump�ve legisla�on.  In 2014, the list was expanded to include mul�ple myeloma, tes�cular, breast, prostate, 
lung, and skin cancers.  Cervical, ovarian, and penile cancers were added in 2018. 

“Science has shown that pancrea�c and thyroid cancers should be added to the list of cancers already covered by 
Ontario’s presump�ve legisla�on,” says Greg Horton, President of the Ontario Fire Fighters Associa�on.  “I’m grateful 
for the strong collabora�ve effort by the Ontario government to make this issue a priority, and ensure our members 
and their families, are supported in their �me of need.” 

President Horton shares that over the past year Premier Doug Ford, the Minister of Labour Monte McNaughton, and 
Solicitor General Michael Kerzner have toured fire sta�ons across the province and atended OPFFA events to gather 
informa�on, address firefighters, and learn firsthand the impact these occupa�onal diseases can have on the 
member, their family, and their extended firefigh�ng family. 

“Preventa�ve measures, early detec�on, and support for those suffering and/or succumbing to occupa�onal cancer 
while serving the residents of Ontario, have proven to be a priority for this government through the unwavering 
support of Premier Doug Ford, the Minister of Labour Monte McNaughton, and Solicitor General Michael Kerzner.  
With the addi�on of pancrea�c and thyroid cancers to the list of illnesses already presumed to have come from a 
long career in firefigh�ng, the Ontario government is sending the message that the health and safety of these first 
responders is a priority.”               - Greg Horton, OPFFA President 

ABOUT: 
The Ontario Professional Fire Fighters Associa�on (“OPFFA”) provides leadership, educa�on, support, and 
representa�on for 12,000 career firefighters in over 80 ci�es, towns, and regions, servicing over 85% of Ontario's 
popula�on.  Today’s professional firefighter does more than just fight fires.  In communi�es across Ontario, they 
are available 24/7, 365 days a year to respond quickly to serious medical emergencies, motor vehicle accidents, 
hazardous materials calls, industrial accidents, ice/water, and other technical rescues.  OPFFA members perform 
community outreach to educate the public on safety and fire preven�on, and support local chari�es.   
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